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THE CHALLENGE 
THE FAILURE OF GOVERNANCE SYSTEMS HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED 

AS BEING ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT REASONS FOR 

INCREASED VULNERABILITY TO WATER RELATED DISASTERS. 

SUCCESSFUL GOVERNANCE IN RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT 

DEPENDS ON ADAPTIVE INSTITUTIONS ABLE TO COPE WITH 

COMPLEXITY AND UNCERTAINTY. THE EU HAS ESTABLISHED 

SEVERAL RESEARCH PROJECTS ON ISSUES OF INTEGRATED 

WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT (IWRM). HOWEVER, TO 

ACCELERATE THE PACE AT WHICH WATER MANAGEMENT 

PRACTICES AND WATER POLICY MOVE TOWARDS ADAPTIVE 

AND INTEGRATED APPROACHES, MORE ATTENTION NEEDS TO 

BE GIVEN TO EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION OF RESEARCH 

RESULTS AND TO CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENT WITH 

STAKEHOLDERS AT ALL LEVELS, INCLUDING POLITICAL DECISION 

MAKERS. 
 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
THE OVERALL OBJECTIVE OF THE TWIN2GO PROJECT IS TO 

INCREASE THE IMPACT AND BENEFIT OF PAST AND ONGOING 

RESEARCH WITH REGARD TO ADAPTIVE WATER GOVERNANCE IN 

THE CONTEXT OF CLIMATE CHANGE. TO THIS END, TWIN2GO 

AIMS TO COMPARE, SYNTHESISE AND CONSOLIDATE THE 

OUTCOMES OF SEVERAL EU-FUNDED PROJECTS THAT 

UNDERTOOK RESEARCH ON THE MANAGEMENT OF WATER 

RESOURCES IN RIVER BASINS AROUND THE WORLD. THE PROJECT 

ASPIRES TO DRAW CONTEXT-SENSITIVE BUT TRANSFERABLE 

APPROACHES FOR IMPROVING ADAPTIVE WATER GOVERNANCE, 

WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES THAT 

ALLOW AN EFFECTIVE RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE. 

MOREOVER, THE PROJECT STRIVES TO FORMULATE POLICY-

RELEVANT BEST PRACTICES AND TOOLS FOR IMPLEMENTING 

ADAPTIVE WATER GOVERNANCE AND FOR IMPROVING THE 

UPTAKE OF RESEARCH RESULTS. FINALLY, TWIN2GO AIMS TO 

DISSEMINATE THE OUTCOMES OF THE PROJECT EFFECTIVELY TO 

RELEVANT POLICY MAKERS. 
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METHODOLOGY 
TWIN2GO BUILDS ON WATER GOVERNANCE RESEARCH FROM 

PAST AND ONGOING TWINNING PROJECTS, I.E. PROJECTS WITH 

CASE STUDIES IN EUROPE AS WELL AS IN ASIA, AFRICA OR LATIN-

AMERICA. IN ORDER TO FACILITATE COMPARATIVE ANALYSES OF 

RESULTS FROM THESE TWINNING PROJECTS, TWIN2GO 

DEVELOPED A METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK THAT ALLOWS 

ANALYSING PROPERTIES OF WATER GOVERNANCE REGIMES, THE 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND NATURAL CONTEXTS, IN WHICH THE 

REGIMES ARE EMBEDDED, AS WELL AS THEIR PERFORMANCE. 

DATA COLLECTION TOOK PLACE WITHIN THE SCOPE OF TWO 

WORKSHOP SERIES AROUND THE WORLD AND BROUGHT 

TOGETHER RESEARCHERS OF THE TWINNING PROJECTS, WATER 

MANAGERS FROM THE RESPECTIVE REGIONS AND TWIN2GO 

STAFF.  THE TWIN2GO PROJECT INVESTIGATED WHICH 

GOVERNANCE PROPERTIES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH HIGH 

PERFORMANCE GIVEN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS. FURTHERMORE, 

TWIN2GO EXAMINED UNDER WHICH CONDITIONS POSITIVE 

GOVERNANCE EXAMPLES CAN BE TRANSFERRED TO OTHER RIVER 

BASINS. TO DISSEMINATE PROJECT INSIGHTS, TWIN2GO HAS 

ESTABLISHED A PARTNERSHIP WITH MAJOR ORGANISATIONS THAT 

BRIDGE SCIENCE AND WATER MANAGEMENT PRACTICE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS 
TWIN2GO IS EXPECTED TO STRENGTHEN THE IMPACT AND 

BENEFIT OF EUROPEAN RESEARCH WITH REGARD TO (ADAPTIVE) 

WATER GOVERNANCE IN THE LIGHT OF CLIMATE CHANGE. THE 

METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK DEVELOPED BY TWIN2GO 

ALLOWS CONTEXT-SENSITIVE ANALYSES OF WATER GOVERNANCE 

ACROSS A NUMBER OF CASES WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON THE 

CAPACITY TO RESPOND TO CLIMATE CHANGE. THROUGH ITS 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSES, TWIN2GO HAS ADDED EMPIRICAL 

EVIDENCE TO THE CURRENT DEBATE ABOUT HOW TO MAKE 

WATER MANAGEMENT MORE ADAPTIVE. THE PROJECT HAS 

IDENTIFIED NUMEROUS BEST PRACTICE EXAMPLES. IT HAS 

INITIATED DIALOGUES BETWEEN RESEARCHERS, WATER 

MANAGERS AND STAKEHOLDERS AND HAS STRENGTHENED 

PARTNERSHIPS FOR ADAPTIVE WATER GOVERNANCE. THE 

PROJECT IS GOING TO FORMULATE GUIDELINES AND POLICY 

BRIEFINGS, THEREBY DISSEMINATING MAJOR PROJECT OUTCOMES 

AND PROMOTING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ADAPTIVE WATER 

GOVERNANCE. MOREOVER, THE TWIN2GO PROJECT IS GOING TO 

ESTABLISH A DIALOGUE WITH NATIONAL POLICY MAKERS TO 

FACILITATE THE INTEGRATION OF INSIGHTS INTO EXISTING WATER 

POLICIES. 
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